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PLAN or POLICE, 
Ge. e. Ge. 


\HE Expences attending the Poo: in 

England and Wales, when the Return 
was made to Parliament in the Year 1777, 
amounted to about 1, 5 56,0007. , beſides the 
Money raiſed in many Pariſhes which made 
no Returns; and from the beſt Obſervations 
and Calculations which can be made of the 
_ Increaſe of the Poor's Rate, in different Parts 
of the Kingdom ſince that Time, it is appre- 
hended the preſent Amount muſt be near 
Two Millions and a. Half. 


The real Cauſes of the 83 of the Poor 
ſeem to ſpring, 


Frxsr, From the great Number of Ale- 
houſes, which gives them ſo many Opportu- 
2 "> "mn 


( * 3 
nities of 8 cheir Time, dillipating their 
" Subſtance, and deſtroying their Morals, 

SECONDLY, From the Impriſonment for 
Small Debts; as the Wife and Family, by that 
means loſing their Support, have no other 
Reſource but to the Pariſh. 

THriRDLY, The Want of due Attention to 
young Children of the Poor, whoſe Parents 
are diffolute and abandoned. 

To theſe may be added, the great Number 
of petty Thieves, Vagrants, and Beggars, 


which are permitted to infeſt our Streets and 
Highways, 


As preliminary M eaſures for remedying theſe 
.Evils, the following Propoſitions are ſuggeſted: 


1ſt, A Reduction in the Number of 
Alehouſes, ſuffering none to be licenſed in 


the Country, but ſuch as are really neceſſary 
for the Accommodation of Travellers, and 


reſtraining thoſe in Cities and Towns within 
_ ſome e Bounds, 


 TTo facilitate ſuch a 8 and re- 
lieve the Magiſtrates from the Difficulties 
they may lie under upon that Occaſion, it 
is propoſed that all thoſe who have paid 
Duty for eſs than a certain given Number 
of Barrels of Ale within the laſt Year, ſhall 
be ſtruck off, and an Increaſe of Stamps 
\_ Upbn Licences laid on thoſe which remain, 


ſufficient to compenſate the Revenue for the 
Reduction of the others. 
That 
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That after ſuch Reduction; the Juſtices 

mould enquire into the Behaviour of thoſe 

who had ſold greater Quantities, and ſtrike 

off ſuch as ſhall appear to have been blame - 

able in their Conduct, and add the like 

- Number from the moſt reputable of thoſe 
| Who ſhall have been ſtruck off.] 


2dly, A Reform in the Laws which permit 
Impriſonment for Small Debts, by limiting it 
to 10 l. or upwards, without adding the Coſts 
of former Suits. 

zZdaͤly, The inflicting Penalties on the Inha- 
bitants of the Places where Felons, Thieves, 
and Beggars ſhall be harboured, at the Time 
they commit the Offences for which they 
ſhall be convicted. 
And Athly, The ſir proper Means for 
. and employing the Infant Poor. 


The Mode of Application of the Poor's 
Rates now in uſe, is liable to ſuch a Variety 
of Frauds and Abuſes, that there ſeems but 
little Proſpect of regulating or correcting it 
effetually under the preſent Syſtem of Poor 
Laws. 
.. Various Plans W different Times "THI 
ſuggeſted and recommended, all of which, on 
being conſidered with Attention, have been 
found either impracticable or inadequate. From 
theſe circumſtances, and an earneſt Deſire to 
promote an Object of ſo much Importance, 
the following. Plan 1s produced, which it is 
A3 | 2 


hoped, if approved, may be made effeQual for 
| the Purp ole intended: 

1. That the Adminiſtration ſhould, in fonts 
| meaſure: be taken out of the Hands of the 
Churchwardens and Overſeers, by interpoſing 
the Aſffiſtance of other Perſons, under the 
Power and Authority of certain Committees | 


5 herein after deſcribed. 


2. That the Money neceſſary te be raiſed for 
he Relief and — of the Poor, 


ſhould ariſe from a County not a Parochial 


Aid, confiſting of a Contribution from each 
Pariſh and Place, of the Sums which have 
been raiſed therein for the Uſe of the Poor, 
on a Medium of the laft three Years ; theſe 
Sums to form a General Fund for each. 
County, from which the Poor ſhall de re- 
e which will be the Means of putting an. 
End to moſt of the Conteſts about Settle- 
ments and Removals. 

3. And in order to eaſe Pariſhes, which 
may at firſt, from particular Circumſtances, 
be heavy burdened, it is propoſed that a 
Medium ſhall be drawn, in like Manner, at 
the End of every three Years, which will ex- 
eite Oeconomy in thoſe. within every Pariſh 
who- have the Execution of this Plan, that 
they may be relieved 1 in their future Con- 
tributions. 5 

4. It is alſo propoſed, chat for the Convenience 
of this Plan, and the Eſtabliſhment of proper 
* every County ſhall be divided 

into. 


; 
#, ww I | * 


luto convenient Diſtricts; comprehending a. 
A ny Number of contiguous Pariſhes, with a 
iew to circumſcribe the Limits in which 


a Gfting Committee ſhall act. 


(7 be Commillioners: for. fixing. the Dif- Commil- 
trifts ſhould. be elected by je: by Gen- — 
tlemen of a given Deſeription of Property, Ditrias. ; 
pe 200“. per Annum, and conſiſt of a 1 
proper Number of Gentlemen well qualified 
5 the Buſineſs, living in different Parts of 

the County, according to the Extent of it; 
Which Number ſhould be ſpecified in the 

| „ They ſhould meet as ſoon as con- 
venient, and procure the Names of the fe- 

[a wheat” Pariſhes, and alſo of the'Fownſhi ps, 5 
which maintain their Poor ſeparately N : 
the Pariſh at large; with a Deſcription of ß 
their Situation apd Contiguity, . > O90 

To facilitate this, eyery Overſcer of FUY 
3 * ſnould be directed to ſend the Names 
and Deſcriptions "of each to the Clerk of the 
Peace, to be laid before the Commiſſioners. 

As ſoon as they have got the neceffary 

| tocat Information, they may form the Diſ- 
tricks, by uniting ſo many Pariſhes and 
Places as ſhall appear moſt convenient; 
Probably from Five to Ten Parithes, ac- 

cording to their Extent and Situation, 
having regard to the Buſineſs which the 
8 will Favre to * inne ic 1 each 


* * — — 


5 2 or OO . he Iwo of the 
Agent, and the 3 With of the Committee ; 
TRE and 


Difric 
Committee, 


* % 


and alſo to inſert within each Diſtrict, ſuch 


Places as are likely to produce Perſons pro- 
petly qualified for Committee Men. 

When the Commiſſioners have had the 
Diſtrict under their Conſideration, and formed 
the Limits and Extent of it, they will pro- 
bably be the fitteſt Perſons to fix the Num- 
ber of the Committee-men for each, and 
alſo the Salary for the Agent, under ſuch 


Reſtrictions as may ve thought fit to be made 


'by che Act. 1 


B Air Diviſion of Pariſhes and 


Townſhips 05 be adhered to, with regard to 
the laying and collecting the Rates, aud the 
keeping an Account of the Money expended | 


within every ſuch Pariſh or Place. 

6. That there ſhall be Driſtrict Commuttees, 
conſiſting of a certain Number of Perſons of 
a given Deſcription of Landed or Perſonal Pro- 


pe yo to be annually choſen by Ballot by 


ons rated at Her Aunum to the 


Poor's Rate. 


7. That the Number of Committee- men in 


nack: Diftri& ſhall be fixed by the Commiſ- 


ſioners who are to ſet out the Diſtricts. 


8. That the Qualification for a Diſtrict Com- 


mittee-man ſhall be, the having an Eſtate in 
Fee of _ fer Annum, of Perfonal Property 
; - get of Debts and Incumbrances, or 
the renting Lands of per Annum. 


[The Diſtrict Committee to meet the 


firſt Monday in every * at ſome con- 


venient 


as Ac Vv>s oo «-X_»> ODA 


18 
venient Place near the Centte of the Diſtrict j 


and at other Times occaſionally, when ne- 


ceſſary, either on Adjournment, or Notice 


| bes ſpecial Buſineſs from che, Diſtrict Agent. 
Io appoint Governors of Workhouſes. 
| To hear Complaints from Papers, after 
they have been before the Committee Agent. 
To appoint, at their Firſt Meeting, Touch 
Perſon as deſcribed in the Plan, to be * 
Diſtrict Agent. 
I To fix a convenient Houſe for the Rec 
tion and Accommodation of the Aged, In- 
firm, and Impotent Poor. 
Alſo for young Children whilſt of render 
142 Years, till fit for Inſtructions, and proper 
to be removed to other Places under the 
Direction of the County Committee. 
The Committee-men aſſigned for parti- 
cular Pariſhes, to act with, and aſſiſt the 
Diſtrict Agent as far as they can within their 
e Pariſhes.] | Ky 


. That the” Diſtrict CSmbalttes hall at 


635 Firſt Meeting appoint a Chairman to 
preſide at their Meeting, and One at leaſt of 


their Members, to have the Care and Inſpec- 
tion of each Pariſh within the Diſtrict which 


way. be moſt convenient to ſuch Member. 
10. That it ſhall be the Duty of the Diſtrict 

Committee to ſuperintend the Government and 

Employment of the Poor, and particularly of 


the Infant Poor hereinafter deſcribed; #5 of alſo : 


to ſuperintend the adminiftering temporary 
and occaſional Relief where neceſſary; and 


to o ſee that proper Accommodations be provided 


for 
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ftir the Sick, Infirm, and Impotent Poor which 
may be proper to continue within the Diſtrict. 
binn A- II. That every Diſtrict Committe ſhall, for 
wn their own Eaſe and Convenience, and the 
more regular and expeditious Diſpatch of 
Buſineſs, chuſe annually by Ballot, a Perſon of 
diſtinguiſhed Character, Ability, and Inte- : 
S, who ſhall be called a Diftrict on 


* Diſtrict Agent to „ davy his Refdenes? 
in ſome convenient Place near the Centre of 
the Diſtrict. 
A Houſe ſhould be provided for Yu and 
alſo a proper Room in it for the Uſe of the 
Committee when they meet. 
To call upon the Overſeers for their Re- 
turns of the Amount of their Poor's Rates | 
within each of the laſt Three Years, to be 9 
delivered upon Oath to the Diſtrict Com- 
mittee at their Firſt Meeting. i 
JM To receive Complaints from re who | 
. want Relief, and order it as he ſhall ſee oc- . 
4 


. ——— — — — 
\ 


caſion (with the Concurrence of the Com- 

mittee - man aſſigned for that Pariſh, if pre- 

ſent), after inquiring into the Circumſtances 

of the Caſe, and making a Minute of the 

Proceedings in a Book to be kept for that 

_ Purpoſe, which Book ſhould. 1 be pro- 
duced to the Committee at their Meetings. 6 
Thoſe Minutes ſhould be ſo methodized as ( 
to have the Proceedings reſpecting each Pa- 
riſh entered diſtinctly. 4 
| To calculate, after he has received Or- 
ders — the County Committee, the Quota 

| which 


| which each Pariſh and Place is to- contri- 


bute to the County Fund for the next 


Quarter, and to attend the County Com- 
mittees. ] 


That the Diſtrict Agent ſhall devote his whole 


Time and 9 to the Buſineſs of the 
Committee, and ſhall receive a Salary for his 
Trouble, not exceeding in 
the. Pound of the Amount of. the Medium 
Poor's Rates within that Diſtrict, to be aſ- 
certained as aforeſaid; and that he ſhall keep 
a particular and diſtin Account of the 
Money raiſed, and  Expences annually in- 
curred, in each Pariſh or Place within his 
Diſtrict, 


12. That the Overſeers of each Pariſh or O 


"cs ſhall make Aſſeſſments, and collect 
quarterly the Sums which they fhall be di- 
reed to raiſe by the Diſtrict 5 and 
mall return an Account thereof to the Diſtrict 


Agent, and likewiſe to the County Treaſurer, 


and pay the ſame to him, or ſuch Perſon as he 
mall directe. 

13. The Overſeer to pay to the County 
Treaſurer the Sum of C. on the Delivery 
of every Child, and of on the Delivery 
of every aged and inßirm Perſon who ſhall 
be placed in Hoſpitals under the Care of the 
County Committee, in order to aſcertain the 


Expences of each Pariſh with reſpe& to their 


| future Contribution. 


14. And | 


12 


14. And that they ſhall alſo pay the Expences 
to be incurred within their reſpective Pariſhes 
under the Control and Direction of the Diſ- 
trict Agent, and a Member of that Diſtrict 
Committee, to whom the Inſpection of ſuch 
Pariſh or Place ſhall be appointed as aforeſaid; 
and ſhall, at the End of every Quarter, 
tranſmit to the Treaſurer of the County, and 
alſo to the Agent of the Diſtrict, the Ac- 
count of ſuch Expenditure, ſigned and allow- 
ed by ſuch Committee-man, and the Agent 
for ſuch Diſtrict. 


[As the Duty of the 88 and 
. Overſeers is now ſo much reduced by this 
Plan, it is apprehended the Churchwardens 
may be totally omitted; and in many Pa- 
riſhes where there are Two or more Over- 
ſcers, it may be confined to One. 

They are to attend the Diſtrict Committee 
Meeting the Firſt Monday in the Month; 
and allo at any occaſional Meetings, on 
Notice from the Diſtrict Agent. 

To ſend their Accounts to the Diſtrict 
Agent, of Receipts and Payments, Two 
Days at leaſt before each Committee Meet- 
ing, that he may have Time to examine them. 

Io deliver alſo an Eſtimate of the pro- 
bable Expences of the ſucceeding Quarter. 
2 To attend every Pauper who applies for 
Relief to the Diſtrict Agent. 
_ "To pay all ſuch Sums as ſhall be ordered 
by the Diſtrict nee or the * 
Agent. | 


6 | | — To 


& 8-7 


To give no Relief without Orders, except 
on ſome ſudden Emergency which does not 
admit of. Time for Application to the Diſtrict 
Agent, and in that Cale to be afterwards al- 
lowed the Money ſo paid, if found reaſon- 
able. 
There ſhould be a Clauſe in the Ac to 
make the Pariſh or Townſhip liable for any 
T Loſs by the Inſolvency of the Overſeer. ] 


ph. That there ſhall alſo be a County co 
Committee, conſiſting of a limited Number te. 
of Perſons, having Freehold or Copyhold Eſtates 
of per Annum, to be annually choſen by 
Ballot by the Perſons conſtituting the Diſtrict 
Committees; and that the Number ſhall be One 
for every per Annum which the County 
ſhall pay to the Land Tax or Poor's Rate, as 
ſhall be thought moſt proper. 
16. That the Duty of the County Committee 
; ſhall be to make General Rules and Regu- 
1 lations for the Government of the Poor, and 

the ſeveral Officers and Perſons entruſted with 
the Care and Managemerit of en 1 
each Diſtrict : 


p OS oo. EOS. La IE FP ̃⁊ĩ˙ U 


SO Yu 


[To appoint convenient Houſes for the 
Reception of young Children, when of Age 
to receive Inſtruction, and capable of any 
Employment. | 
. Io appoint Governors for the Care of 
' ; theſe Children, with ſuitable Allowances ; 
| but to employ any of the Poor Men and 
Women who may want Relief in that Ser- 
vice, if they are capable of it. 


To 


| oblige him to give proper Security. 


(14) 


To receive the Accounts from each Diſ- 


trict Committee, alfo from the County 


Treaſurer, Monthly; and examine them 
Quarterly, and allow them if approved. 
To order the Number of Rates to be col- 


lected Quarterly, and certify ſuch Orders to 
the Diſtri& Agents, who are to proportion 


the Sums to be paid by each Pariſh and Place. 
To meet ar ſome convenient Place near 
the Centre of the County, in the Week next 
receeding each Quarter Day, when ek 
Hiftrit Agent ſhall attend them. 
To appoint a Treaſurer at their firſt 


Meeting by Ballot, whoſe Duty is hereafter 
deſcribed; and fix a proper Salary for him 
not exceeding 5 in the Pound, of 


the Amount of the County Rates, ad to 


1 7 


To make ſuch other Rules and Regula- 
tions as they ſhall from Time to Time 


think fit, for carrying the Purpoſes of the 
Act into Execution, and conducting the 
Buſineſs of the ſeveral Officers. | 
- - - Ts tall upon each Diſtrict Agent for 
the Returns of the Amount of the Poor's 


Rates within the Diſtrict. 
To receive Quarterly Returns from the 


ſeveral inferior Diſtricts, of the Money col- 
lected and the * incurred therein | 


reſpectively. 


To examine and inſpect the Accounts 


- Quarterly. 


To make Orders upon the County Trea- 


ſuter for the ifſving ſuch Sums as ſhall be 


neceſſary to defray the Expences within each 


Diſtrict, and to direct thoſe Rey to the 


Diſtrict 


2 
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| Diftrit Agent, who ſhould fix the Proportion 


Which each Pariſh or Place is to contribute, 


ada nd certify it to the Overſeer of * Pa- 


riſh; Er. b 
Iso direct how the n Poor are to be 
employed; what Manufactures ſhall be car- 
ried on; and what Work-houſes provided; and 
.. to ſuperintend the Buildings; to furniſh and 
lay in Stock and Materials to be employed 
-__ therein; to ſet all Buildings by Contract; and 


x to chooſe all Ty Officers by * 


It is not the Object of chis plan to have many 
Perſons capable of Labour kept in Work- 
houſes; it is rather wiſhed to have them 
placed or hired out to ſuch Employments as 
they are moſt capable of; and if they cannot 
earn their whole Subſiſtence, the Deficiency 
to be made up out of the County Fund. 


- There ſhould be a Clauſe in the Act to 


puniſh any Man who goes away from his 
Pariſh, and leaves his Wife or Children 


chargeable there, unleſs he ſhall firſt obtain 


a Certificate from the Committee or Diſtrict 


Agent, ſpecifying their Permiſſion and the 


Cauſe of his Departure. | 
The Juſtices of Peace are inveſted with full 
Power to procure Indemnities to the Pariſh, 
br to puniſh the reputed Fathers of Baſtard 
Children. : 
The Expences in apprehefiding ſuch Fa- 
thers, ſhould be paid by them, if they are 
Na if not, out of the County Fund. : 
: 3 In 


| In hee: to PW the Execution of this 
N Plan, it may be neceſſary to compel thoſe to 
: act who mal be choſen Commiſſioners; and 

-alſo thoſe who ſhall be choſen upon the 
County or Diſtrict Committee, by inflicting 
Penalties on thoſe who neglect to Taken their 

Duty, y, according to a Rota to be fixed at their 
General Meeting, to be paid into the County 
Fund. But a Clauſe ſhould be inſerted to 
excuſe any Perſon from ſerving as a Committee- 

man who deſired it, alter he has ſerved Two 


N Mears. „Ae 5 1 5 
[ 2333 #5 13 
if County | [The * of the Comity rau ſhould 


| * bde to attend the Committees. 

I AI ?o deliver his Accounts at thoſe Meet- 
-jngs to the Committee, for Inſpection and 

Examination. oe ts 
Io enter the Orders made by the County 

Committee, and to calculate the Quota of- 
8 "Contribution from each Diſtrict, 

++ To call upon the Diſtriet Agent for the 
Returns made by the Overſeers, of the Pay- 
ments to the e Rates within the laſt 
l three Years. ; 

— 0 procure a Plan, Adeſeribing every 
Pariſh in the County, with their Situation 
1 and Contiguity to each other; and alſo 
„ fſoech Tovnſhips and Places as maintain their 
be Poor e from the Pariſhes at large. 


| Beſides the Money to be raiſed for the Be- 
"neſt hy e in e Ty Ka the 
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Kate in the 8 8 3 deſcribed, 
| if his Robe, and the Legiflature think fit 
to countenance this Klan, they may do it 
moſt efleatially, .,. _ 


By giving the Fines, 18 and pe- 


Ws which may be incurred for certain Of- 
fences, to the Encouragement of this Fund. 


They may alſo lay a, Tax upon Dogs, to 


be a plied 3 in its Aid, 


hey may alſo grant, for the ſame Pur- 
pole ditional. Tolls on Turnpikes, to be 


paid by Perſons travelling on e where 
not already appropriated. 


The charitable eee which have been 


or may be given for the Relief and nander. 


ment of poor Perſons, may be proper to 
be inquired into, and would add a further 


Increaſe to this Fund. 


And for another addition, and as an "I 


ducement to the Inhabitants of Pariſhes and 


Places to enforce the Vagrant Laws, and to be 


watchful over the Perſons who intrude them- 


ſelves as Inmates or Lodgers, they may inffict 


the following Penalties, vis. 


On every Pariſh or Place where any Perſan 


convicted of Burglary or Felony was har- 
boured at the Time the Offence was com- 


mitted, and was not apprehended and Prole- 


cuted at the Pariſh Expence, 


For Felons without Benefit of e 101. | 
Felons with Benefit of Clergy, ll. 


I A: the Penalties of Half thoſe Sums on the 


B Perſons 


N 


* 
{TTIT? £5 


12 <2 16 I, ; 


Peiſons 1 Oe ate fach Convies 10 their 
Houſes at the Time they committed the Felony; 
And alſo a Penalty of Forty Shillings on 
every Pariſh or Place where any Perſon ſhall 
be found begging, and not taken into Cuſ- 
tody and proſecuted as the Sane 9 = 
the Officers of ſuch Pariſh. 


| [Thoſe Sums to be 3 raiſed: NS 
paid by the Peace Officers of ſuch reſpective 
Pariſhes or Places, out of the Conftable or 
4 Headborough': s Levies, on Thang | a Certi- 
ficate from the Judge who convicted the 
Felon, or the Juſtice” h inflicted the 
Penalty. * ö 


Kitt alſo various other penalties and For- 
feitures in certain other Caſes, where they 
may be judged proper. 

All which will operate both to correct 
Abuſes and increaſe the Fund. . 


The Sums ariſing from the ſeveral! Articles 
above mentioned, to be collected and received 
by ſuch Perſons as the County Committee ſhall 
appoint; and paid into the Hands ef the 
County Treaſurer, as an Addition to bow 
| general Fund for each County. 
There are in different Parts of the Klein 
many Clubs or Friendly Societies, formed by 
- a Number of Perſons, who contribute ſmall - 
Weekly Simms, while in Health, to a Fund, 
out of which they are to be ſupported 3 in Sick- 
neſs and Old "_-” ; which are very _— 
Inſtitu- 


Fw ) 
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Inſtitutions, and merit every Encouragement 


that can be given them. 


Sunday Schools, for the Inſtruction of Poor 
Children, have been introduced in ſome Parts 
of the Country with great Succeſs, and ſeem 
to | deſerve the. utmoſt Attention and En- 
couragement. da | 

It ſeems expedient, therefore, that the 
County Committee ſhould have Power to 


appropriate any Part of the laſt mentioned 


Sums for the Benefit of all or any of the 
faid Friendly Societies, and alſo of the ſaid 
Sunday Schools, to aid and promote their 
benevolent Purpoſes. 

In the Application of the County Fund, 
peculiar Attention ſhould be ſhewn to the 
Care, Education, and Employment of the 
poor young Children who may be proper to be 
ſent thither, by improving their Morals, and 
habituating them to Labour as early as poſſible; 
and the. ſooner they can conveniently be 
taken from their Parents the better, that their 
Minds may not be corrupted by: evil. Habits 
and bad Example. 8 

A convenient Number of OE fol for the 


Reception of theſe Poor Children, may be 


eaſily provided in each County, from Work- 
houſes already built, or old deſerted Manſions, 


without the Expence of new Buildings. 


The like Means may be taken to provide 
comfortable Habitations for the * Infirm, : 
10 {potent e N | 
N 


* 
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And when the Children attain a proper Age, 
they ſhould be clothed and placed out as 
Servants or Apprentices, at the Expetice of 
the County Fund. 


Where there are not ohio Houſes For 


the Reception of Ideots, Lunatics, and Per- 
ſons diſordered in their Minds, Two or Three 


neighbouring Counties may Join, and out of 


' theſe County Funds make every neceſſary 


Accommodation for thoſe. poor unfortunate * 
Objects. | 


Where Diftrifts have been already incor- 
porated by Acts of Parliament for the Relief 
and Employment of their Poor, an Option 


may be given, either to adopt this Plan or to 
continue their own; and in that Caſe to 


exempt them from contributing to the County 
Funds. 

In carrying theſe Purpoſes into Execution it 
may be neceſſary to make ſome particular Pro- 
viſions and Variations reſpecting the Pariſhes 


within the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 


and Bills of Mortality, and other ies and 
great Towns. 


This Plan 3 prevent all Re- 


movals from one Pariſh t6 another, in the 


fame County. And as the Poor are to be 


— 


maintained at a general County Expence 


{and all Counties are put into the fame Situa- 
tion), it may be proper to add a Clauſe in the 
A to reſtrain the Removal of any Fauper to 
his Pariſh in any other County. | 


MR. 
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MR. GILBERT e been much 
importuned to bring forward ſome Plan for 
the Relief of the Poor, after conſidering 
the Subject in every Point of View, and 
trying all thoſe Means Which afforded any 
Proſpect of Succeſs, hab formed the above 
Plan, which appears to him the moſt prac- 
ticable, without exciting Jealouſy, or railing | 
pop pular Diſcontents. He is ſorry he has 
not had Leiſure to digeſt it more perfectly; 
but he was deſirous of haſtening it to the 
Preſs that it might receive an early Conſi- 
deration. 

He has ſtudiouſiy purſued hott the 
following great Objects, vix. 

The making effectual Proviſion for the 
Poor, and the avoiding all Frauds and Im- 
poſitions in the Application of the Money 
raiſed for their Relief and Support. 

Though the Introduction of . has 


been avoided as much as poſlible, in two 


Inſtances they ſeem to be eſſentially neceſſary, 
vis. to the County Treaſurer and the Diſ- 
trict Agent. The Overſeers will act, as they 
now do, without Pay: And it is hopes the 
Gentlemen of the Committees, when the 
have a proper Perſon of their own ch 
ing to diſcharge the great Burthen of the 


N will 1 cheorflly give their Attend- 
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ance, and aſſiſt in ſo very important a Service, 
in which their own Intereſts; are ſo. parti- 
cularly involved with. thoſe of their Neigh- 
bours and the Public. 

Should this Plan he approved, great Care 
and Attention will be neceſſary in the Ar- 
rangement of it, and inveſting the neceſſary 
Powers in Hands the leaſt likely to e 
dai 

It may perhaps be thought proper to pre- 
pare the intended Bill; and afterwards to 
print and circulate it during the Receſs of 
Parliament. 

It would greatly ace the Progreſs aof 
this Plan, if a Preparatory Bill could be 
paſſed during the preſent Seſſion, for the 
Purpoſe of procuring Returns from the ſe- 
vera] Pariſhes and Places, of the Expences 
attending their Poor during each of the laſt 
three Years; from which the Medium for 
the Contribution is to be drawn: 

And allo for appointing a Goners for 
forming the Diſtricts : 

And likewiſe for procuring Returns of the 
Charitable Donations for the Uſe of the Poor 
within each Pariſh : 

As from thoſe Returns, the two Houſes of 
Parliament will receive very material In- 
formation to guide their Judgment upon the 
other moſt important Bill, when it comes 
* them the next . Narr iy 

When 


| DE: 9 1. | 
h "When this Plan is ape Lettled and en- 
forced, the Poor will have Peace and Quiet, 
and avoid the hardſhips they ſuffer at preſent 
whilſt the Litigations about their Settlements 
are depending. The Magiſtrates, who are 
now forced to ſacrifice a great Part of their 
Time to this Branch of the parochial Buſineſs, 
will be ſeldom interrupted with the Com- 
plaints of the Paupers, the Overſeers who 
are often incompetent to judge what Sort of 
Relief to give them, will be freed from many 
diſagreeable Importunities and Embarraſs- 
ments, and the Rates be very conſiderably 
reduced. © 

There is nothing | in this Plan calculated to 

ſerve any Party, or any individual Perſon. 
There are no Powers intended to be given 
but ſuch as ſhall be limited and ſecured from 
Abuſe by every proper Check and Control. 
One of the printed Copies will be ſent to 
every Peer and Member of Parliament. 


From the Magnitude of the Object, and 
che preſſing Neceſſity for having ſome ſpeedy 
Redreſs to ſo crying a Grievance; it is hoped 
there will be a general Concurrence i in mak- 
ing an Experiment which appears very prac- 
ticable, and promiſes ſo many Advantages 
to the Community, without the Hazard of 
any poſſible Danger or Inconvenience either 
to the Poor or to thoſe who maintain them. 


'The 
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The Perſon who introduces this Plan, 
-"Gndling his Health will not permit him to 
take a laborious Part in the Buſineſs, is there- 
fore obliged to call upon, and indeed to ſolli- 
cit the Exertion of the Zeal and ſuperior Abi- 
ties of other Gentlemen to conduct and 
-— bring it do Ferſection. e 160 
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